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Nisi' So^:'/rrM. 

AN ACeOUNT OF jLOUilSIANA, S^c. 



The object of the following pagfi^ is fo ,cons.olldat^ the 
information respecting tfie present stfite of Louisiana^ 
furnished to the executive bu several individuals 
among the best iffot med upon that subject. 

Of the province. of Loi|isiananp general ifiap, suf- 
ficiently correct to he depended upoii^ has beeh pub- 
lished, nor has any yet been procured,frbm a ^prlva^e 
source. It is indeed probable, that purveys have 
never been made upon so extqnsiye a scale as to afford 
the means of laying down. the various regions of a 

.country, which, in some of its parts,' appears to have 

• beeri but imperfectly explorefl. 

BOUNDARIES. 

The precise boundaries of Louisiana, westW^xdly 
of the Mississippi, thoU;^ v^ry exfensive,,:^:eJlt pre- . 
sent involved in some obscurity. Data .are eq\^y 
.wanting to assign .with pre(;i9ion,i,ts ,Qorthf^rpi..cp;teiit. 
From the source of the Mississippi, it is bourid<?4 
eastwardly by tl7ieip}4dle pfthe chappel of th^t river 
.to the 31st degree of latitu4e : thence, it is .asserted 
::«ipbn very strong grounds, that according to its limi^, 
^hen formerly possessed by France, it . stretchos to 
the east, as fcr, at least, as .die river Perdigo, which 
runs into the bay of Mexico, eastward of the river 

MobiUe. \ ; ' 

. It may be consistent, with the viei^w of these not^s 
to remark, that Louisistna, including the MobiUe 
setdements, was discovered and peopled by tlie 
French, whose monarchs naade several grants of its 
trade, In particular to Mr. Crosat in 1712, and. soxnp 
years afterwards, with hi& acquiescence, to the we|l 
known company projected by Mr. Law; Thi^ cpfia- 
pany was relinquished in the year 1731. By a secret 
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convention of the 3d November, 1762, the French 
government ceded so much of the province as lies 
beyond the . Mississippi, as well as the island 
of New Orleans, to Spain, and, by the treaty of peace 
which followed In 1763, the whole territory of France 
and Spsdn eastward of the middle of the Mississippi 
to the Iberville, thence through the middle of that 
river, and the lakes Maurepas and Ponchartrain to the 
sea, was ceded to Great Britain. Spain having conr 
quered the Floridas from Great Britain during our 
revolutionary war, they were confirmed to her by the 
treaty of peace of 1 783. By die treaty of St. Ildefon- 
so, of the 1st of October, 1800, his catholic majesty 
promises and engages on his part to cede back to the 
French republic, six months after the full and entire 
execution of' the conditions and stipulations therein 
contained^ relative to the dake of Parma, '^ the colo- 
ny or province of Louisiana, with the same extent 
that it actually has in the hands of Spain, that it had 
. when France possessed it, and such as it ought to be 
after the treaties subsequently entered into between 
Spain and other states." This treaty was confirmed", 
and enforced by thatbf Madrid, of the 21st March, 
1 801. From France it passed to us by the treaty of 
the 30th of April last, with a. reference to the above 
<:lause, as descriptive of the limits ceded, 

DIVISIONS OF THE PROVINCE, 

The province as held by Spain, including a part of 
West Florida, is Idid off into the following principal 
divisions : Mobile, from Balise to the city, New Or- 
leans and the countr}'^^on both sides of lake Ponchar- 
train, first and seco^ German coasts, Catahanose, 
Fourche, Venezuela, Iberville., Galvez-Town, Baton- 
Rouge, Pointe Coupee, Atacapas, Opelousas, Oua- 
chita, Avoyelles, Rapide, Natchitoches, Arkansas 
and the Illinois. 

In the Illinois there are commandants, at New 
Madrid, St. Genevive, New Bourbon, St. Charles 
and St. Andrews, all subordinate to the comman- 
dant general. 
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Baton-Rouge having been made a goveninient, 
subsequently to the treaty of limks^ &c. with Spain^ 
the • posts of Manchac and Thompson's creek,' or 
Feliciana, wjere added to it. • . 

Chapitoulas has sometimes been regarded as- a se-' 
parate command, but is now included within Ui^ 
jurisdiction of the city. The lower part of the 
river has likewise had occassionaUy a separate com- 
ipandailt. 

Many of the present establishments are separated 
from each other by immense and trackless deserts, 
having no communication with each other, by land, 
except now and then a solitary instance of its being 
attempted* by hunters, who have to swim rivers, 
expose themselves to the inclemency of the weather, 
and carry their provisions on their back, for a time, 
proportioned to the length of thtir journey . "I'his 
is particularly the case on the west of the Mississippi 
.where the communication is only kept up by water, 
between the capital and the distant settlements; 

■ three months being required to convey intelligence 
• from the one to the other by the Mississippi. The 
' u$ual distance accomplished by a boat in ascending, is 
. five leagues per day* T'he rapidity of the current 

in the spring season especially, when the waters of 

all the rivers are high, facilitates the d.e8cent, so that 

' th? same voyage by water, which requires three or 

■ four months to perform from the capital^ m^ be 
..made to it in from twelve to sixteen days. The 

principal setdements in Louisiana are on the Mis- 
sissippi, which begins to be cultivated about twenty 
leagues from the sea, where the plantations are yet 
thin, and owned by the poorest people. Ascend-' 
ing, you see them improve on each side, till you 
reach the city which is . situated on the East bank ^ 
on a bend of the river, 35 leagues from the sea. 

CHAPITOULAS, FiRST& 8FCOND GERMAN COASTS. 
CATAHANOSE--FOURCHE AND IBIilRVILLE. 

The best and most improved are above the city, 
and comprehend what is there known by the Parorsr 
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8e de GhapitoidaS) Premier and Second Cote des 
AUemands, and extend 16 leagues. 

Above tUs begins the parish erf* Catahanose, or 
first Acadian settlement, extending eight leagues 
-on the river. Adjoining it and still ascending is the 
second Acadian settlement or parish of the Fourche, 
which extends about -six leagues. The parish of 
Iberville then commences) and is bounded on the 
east side by the river of the same name, whioh 
•though dry a great part of the year, yet, when the 
Mississippi is raised, it communicates with the 
lakes 'Maurepas and Ponchartrain, and through 
them with the sea, and thus forms what is called the 
island of New Orleans, except on the point just 
below the Iberville, the country from New -Orleans 
is settled the whole way along the river, and pre- 
4ents a scene of interrupted plantations in sight 
of each other, whose fronts to the Mississippi are 
all cleared, and occupy on that river from 5 to 25 ^ 
4icres with a depth of 40 ; «o that a plantation of 5 y 
acres in front contains 200. A few sugar planta- 
tions are formed in the parish of Catat|l^ose, but;, 
the remainder is devoted to cotton and provisiods^ . 
and the whole is an excellent soil incapable of being 
exhausted. The plantations are but one deep oh 
the islaiid of New Orleans, and on the opposite side 
df the river as far as the mouth of the Iberville, 
which is 35 leagues above New Orleans. 

BAYOU DE LA FOURCHE-ATACAPAS, AND OPE- 

LOU§AS. 

About 25 leagues from the last mendoned place 
on the west side of the Mississippi, the creek pr . 
Bayou of the Foiu-che, called in old m;aps La Ri- 
viere des Chitamaches, flows from the Mississippi,, 
and communicates with the sea to the west ot:. the . 
Balise. The entrance of the Mississippi isnavi-. 
gable only at high water, but will then admit of craft 
of from 60 to 70 tons burthen. On both b^ks of 
this creek are settlements, one plantation deep, for 
near 15 leagues, and they are divided into two pa- 
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rishes. The aethers are Bamtsrous, though poor^ 
and the culture is universally coOon. On all creeks 
making from the Mississippi, the soil is the s^e 
as on the b^nk of the river, and the border is the high- 
c^st ]J)art of it, from w^nce it descends gradually to 
the swamp. Itt no pl^ce on the low lands is there 
<iepCh mcttre than suffices for otte plantation, bef >re 
3'06 coiwe to the k>^ grounds incapable of cultiva- 
tiori. This creek affords one of the coittmunica- 
tJEoiJs to the Wo populous and rich settlements of 
ACdi^apas and Opelousfts formed on and near the 
small rivers, Teche and Vermilion which flow into 
the bay of Mexic<>. But the principal and swiftest 
cdtiamiiinitation is by the Bayou or creek of Pla- 
quetnines, whoie entrance into the Mississippi is se- 
ven leagues higher up on the same side, and 32 
stbdve N^w Orleans, These settlements abound 
ih cattle And horses, have a large qnantity of good 
■ land ill their vicinity, itfjd may be made of great 
\t ; impprtMce. A part of their produce is sent by sea 
*"•' -** to New Orleans,, but the greater part is carried in 
./• \: : i]>atteAuX^y the creeks above mentioned* 

BATON ROUGE AND ITS DEPENDENCIES. 

• *. .Immediately above the Iberville, and on both 

'- '.. i'. sides of the Mississippi lies the parish of Manchac, 

.J. . *which extends 4 leagues on the river, and is well cul- 

. tivatfed. Above it commences the settlement of Ra- 

.; .ton Rouge, extending about 9 leagues* It is re- 

" markable as being the first place, where the high 

lajad is contiguous to the river, and here it forms a 

bluff from 30 to 40 feet above the greatest rise of 

. the river. Here the setdements extend a consider- 

..;•. :' abk way brtck on the east Bide ; and this parish has 

• that of Thompson's creek and Bayou Sara subordi- 

• *. nate to it. The mouth of the first of these creeks 
V is about 40 leagues from New Orleans, and that of 

the latter 2 or 3 leagues higher up. They run 

• ' fmtti north-east to south-west, and their head wa- 

ters 2ffe tiorth of the 31st degree of lathude. Their 
: ! banks hav^ the best soil, and the greatest number 
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of good cotton plantations of any part of Louisiana, 
and^are aliowed to be the garden of it 

POINTE COUPEE AND F^USSE RIVIERE. 

Above Baton Rouge, at the distance of 50 leagues 
from New Orleans, and on the west side of the Mis- 
sissippi is Pointe Coupee, a populous and rich set- 
tlement, extending 8 leagues along the river. Its 
produce is cotton. Behind it, on an old bed of the 
river, now a lake, whose outlets are closed up, is the 
settlement of Fausse Riviere, which is well culti- 
vated. 

In the space now described from the sea as high 
as ^nd including the last mentioned settlement, are 
contained three fourths of the population, and seven 
eighths of the riches of Louisiana. 

From the setdement of Pointe Coupee on the 
Mississippi to Cape Girardeau above the mouth of 
the Ohio, there is no land on the west side, that is 
not overflowed in the spring to the distance of ff or 10 
leagues from the river with from 2 to 12 feet of 
water, except a small spot near New Madrid ; ao' 
that in the whole extent diere is no possibility of 
forming a considerable settlement contiguous to the. . 
river on that side. The eastern bank has in this re- . 
spect a decided advantage over the western, as there 
are on it many situations which effectually commatid 
the river. 

RED RIVER AND ITS SETTLEMENTS. 

On the west side of the Mississippi, 70 leagues 
from New Orleans, is the mouth of the Red river' 
on whose banks, and vicinity are the settlements of 
Rapide, Avoyelles and Natchitoches all of them 
thriving and populous. The latter is situate. 75 
leagues up the Red river. On the north side of th^ 
Red river a few leagues from its junction with the Mis-, 
sissippi is the Black river, on one of whose branches, 
a considerable way up, is the infant settlement 
of Ouachita, which from the richness of the soil may 
be made a place of importance. Cotton is the chief 
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produce of these setdevent^, but th^ bltve likewise 
a considerable Jndiav trade. The Jliver Rouge, 
is used to commuoicatc wi^ the frontiers of New 
Mexico. 

CONCORD— ARKANSAS— ST. CHARI^ES AND ST. AN* 

DREW, 4kc. 

There is no other settlement on the Mississippi 
except the small one called Concord, opposite to the 
Natchez, till you come to die Arkansas river, whose 
mouth is 250 leagues above New Orleans. 

Here there are but a few families, who ^e more 

attached to thelndism trade (by which <^iefly they 

Kve) than to cultivation. ' There is no settleinent 

from this place to New Madrid, which is itself iocon* 

siderable. Ascending the river you come to Cape 

Girardeau, St. Genevieve and St. Louis, where 

though the inhabitants are numerous, they raise lit** 

. tie for exportation, and cooteot themselves with tra-> 

ding with the Indians and working a &w lead mines* 

This country is very fertile, especially on the banks 

of thfe Missouri, where there have been formed two 

^ settlements, called St. Charles and St. Andrew, most- 

;;tjf by emigrants from Kentucky. The peltry procure 

' ed 'in the lUinois is the best sent to the Adantie 

market ; and the quantity is very considerable. Lead 

; is t6.be had with ease, and in such quantities as to 

- ^VlPP^y ^ Europe, if the population were sufficieot 

- to work the numerous mines to be found within two 
or three feet from the surface in various parts of the 
country. The setdements about the IlUnoiswere 
first made by the Canadians, and their inhabitants 
still resemble them in their aversion to labor, and 
love of a wandering life. They contain but few 
negroes, compared to the number of the whites ; 
^d it may be taken for a general role, that in 
proportion to the distance from the capital, the 
number of blacks diminish below that of the whites ; 
the former abounding most on the rich jdantadons in 
its vicinity. 

B 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTIOK OF UPPER LOUISIANA. 

When compared with the Indiana territory, the 
face of the country in Upper Louisiana is rather 
more broken, though the soil is equally fertile. — 
It is a fact not to be contested, that the west side 
of the river possesses some advantages, not gene- 
rally incident to those regions. It is elevated and 
healthy, and well watered with a variety of large ra- 
pid streams, calculated for mills and other water 
works. From Cape Girardeau, above the mouth of 
ihe Ohio, to the Missouri, the land on the east side 
of the Mississippi is low and flat, and occasionally 
exposed to inundations ; that on iht Louisiana side, 
contiguous to the river, is generally much higher, 
and in many places very rocky on the shore. Some 
of the heights exhibit a scene truly picturesque. — 
They rise to a height of at least 300 feet, faced with 
perpendicular lime andfree^stone^ carved into various 
shapes and figures by the hand of nature, and afford 
the appearance of a multitude of antique towers. 
From the tops of these elevations, the land gradual- 
ly slo^s back from the river, without gravel or rock, 
and is covered with valuable timber. It may be said*, 
with truth that for fertility of soil, no part of the 

! world exceeds the borders of the Mississippi ; the 
.land yields an abundance of all the necessaries of life^ 
^d almost spontaneously ; . very little labor being 
required in the cultivation of the e;uf'th. That part, 
of Upper Louisiana, which borders on North Mexi- 
co, is one immense ^ra/r/V ; it produces nothing 
but grass ; it is filled with buffalo, deer, and other 
kinds of game ; the land is represented as too rich 
for the growth of forest trees. 
It is pretended that Uipper Louisiana contains in its 

* bowels many silver and copper mines, and various 
tpecimens of both are exhibited. Several trials* - 
have been made to ascertain the fact ; but thi&: w^n^ 
of skill in the artists has hitherto left the subject tin^ 
decided. 

The salt works are also pretty numerous : some 
belong to individuals : others to the public. They 
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already yield an abundant supply for the consump- 
tion of the country ; and if properly managed, might 
become an article of more general exportation. The 
usual price per bushel is 150 cents, in cash^ at the 
works. This price will be still lower as soon as the 
manufacture of the salt is assumed by the govern- 
ment, or patronised by men who have large capitals 
to employ in the business. One extraordinary fact 
relative to salt must not be omitted. There exists 
about 1000 miles up the Missouri, and not far from 
that river, a Salt Mountain ! The existence of such 
a mountain might well be questioned, were it 9#t 
for the testimony of several respectable and ent(e9>- 
prising traders, who have visited it, and who have 
exhibited several bushels of the salt to the cdriosity 
of the people of St. Louis, where some of it still re- 
mains. A specimen of the same salt has been sent 
to Marietta. This n^ountain is said to be 1 80 miles 
long, and 45 in width, composed of solid rock salt, 
without any trees, or even slmibs on it. Salt springs 
are very numerous beneath the surface of this mount 
tain, and they flow through the fissures and cavities 
o/ it. Caves of salt-petre are found in Upper Lqui* 
. siana, though at some distance from the settlements. , 
Four men on a trading voyage, lately discovered 
' one, several hundred miles up the Missouri. They 
[spent 5 or 6 weeks in the manufacture of this article, 
and returned to St. Louis with 400 weight of it. "* It 
proved to be g<)od and they sold it for a high price. 

The geography of the Mississippi and Missouri, 
and their contiguity for a great length of way, are 
but litde known. The traders assert, that lOQ 
miles above their junction, a man may walk from 
one to the other in a day ; and it is also asserted, 
that 700 miles still higher up, the portage may be 
. crossed in four or five days. Tins portage is fre* 
qucnted by traders, who carry on a consider- 
able trade with some of the Missouri Indians — ^their 
general route is through Green Bay, which is an arm 
of Lake Michigan; they then pass into a small lake 
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connectefd with it, and Which cbitimumcatcs with the 
Fdx river ; they then cross over a short portage intor 
the Ouisconsing river, which unites with the Missis- 
sippi some distancie below the falls of ^t. Anthony. 
It is also said, that the traders coitimunicate with the 
Mississippi above these faUs, through Lake Superior 
—but their trade in that quarter is much less coti* 
slderable. 

CANAL OF CARONDELET^ 

Behind N^w-OrlesUis is a canal about 1 1*2 miles 
iDfig, which communicates widi a creek called the 
Bayou St. Jean, flowing; into labe Ponchartrain. At 
the mouth of it, about 2 1-2 leagues from the city is 
a sfnaJl fort called St. Jeaa^ which commands the en« 
trance from the lake. By this creek the communica* 
tkm h kept up through the lake and the Rigdets to 
Mchile and d^e settiemefits in West FloridsL Craft 
drawing fi^m 6 to 8 feet water cam navigate to the 
mxnxdi of the creek, but e^Lceptin particulas- swells of 
the faike caimbt pass the bflir wvdiout being lightened* 

ST* BERNARDO. -. ' 

On the east side of the Mississippi, about fiyeV . 
leagues below New Orleans and at thie head of the^- 
EiSi^tsh bend is a settlement known . )>y the name of ' 
ihe Poblacion de St. Bernardo t>r theTerre aux Bceu£s« 
extending on both sides of a creek or drain, whose 
head, is contiguous to the Mississippi, and which fiow- 
mg eastward, after a course of 18 leagues and divi- 
ding itself into two branches, falls into the sea and 
lake Borgne. This Jsettlement consists of two pa- 
rishes, almost all the inhabitants of which are Spani- 
. ards from the Canaries, who content themselves with 
raising fowls, com and garden stuiFfor the market att 
New Orleans. ' The lands cannot be cultivated tp^ 
any great distance from the banks of the . creek, bn. 
account of the vicinity of the marsh behmd themy 
«usc^tible ^f great improvement aiul of affording 
another communication to small ci*aft of from 8 to 10 ^ 
feet draught, between the sea and the Mississippi. 
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SETTLEMENTS SELOW fME EKCtlSH TUIW. 

^ At the distance of 16 leagues below New Orleans, 
the settlements on both banks of the' river are of but 
small account. Between these and the fort of Pla- 
quemines, the country is overflowed in the spring and 
in many places is incapable of cultivation at any time, 
being a morass almost impossible by man or beast. 
This small tongue of land extends considerably into 
the sea, which visible on both sides of the Mississippi 
from a ship's mast* 

country from plaquemines to theandsea . 
Effect oj the hurricanes. 

From Plaquemines to the sea is 12 or 13 leagues. 
The country is low, swampy^ chiefly covered with 
reeds, having little or no timber and no settlement 
whatever. It may be necessary to mention here, 
that die. whole lower part of the country from the 
English Turn downward is subject to overflowing 
in hurricanes, either by the recoiling of the river 
or reflux from the sea on each side ; and on more 
, thaxi one occasion it has been covert from the 
depth of 2 to 10 feet, according to the descent of 
tile river, whereby many lives were lost, horses 
and cattle swept away and a scene of destruction 
•laid;^ The last calamity of this kind happened in 
1794 : but fortunately they are not frequent. In the 
preceding year the engineer who superintended the 
erection of die fort of Plaquemines Was droWne.d in 
his house near the fort, and the work men and garrison 
escaped only by taking refuge on an elevated spot 
in* the fort on which, diere were notwithstanding 2 
or S feet of water* These hurricanes have generaU 
ly been felt in the month of August. Their greatest 
fury lasts about 12 hours.— -They commence in the 
fioudi east, veer about to all points of the compass, 
are felt more fseyerefy below and seldom extend 
more than a few leagues above New Orleans* la 
their whole course they are marked with ruin and 
dessokuon. Until that of 1793, there bad be«a 
none felt from the year 1780. 
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PASSES, OR MOUTHS OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 

About 8 leagues below Plaquemines, the Missis* 
sippi divides itself into three channels, which at^ 
called the passes of the river, viz« the east. South aad 
South West passes. Their course is from 5 to 5 
leagues to the sea. The space between is marsh 
with little or no timber on it ; but from its situation, 
it -may hereafter be rendered of importance. The 
East pass which is on the left band going down the 
river^ is divided into two branches about two leagues 
below, viz. Pass a la Loutre, and that known to mar- 
iners by the name of the Balize, at which there is a 
small block house and some huts of the pilots, who 
reside only here. The first of these secondary chan-> 
Dels contains at present but 8 feet water ; the latter 

.. from 14 to i6 according to the seasons. The South 
pass, which is directly in front of the Mississippi, 
has always been considered as entirely choaked up, 
but has 10 feet water. The South West pass, which 
is on the right, is the longest and narrowest of all 
the passes, and a few years ago had 18 feet water, 
and was that by which the large ships always entered 
and sailed from the Mississippi. It has now but 8 
feet water, and will probably remain so. for some 
time* In speaking of the quantity of water in the 
passes it must be undei'stood of w^at is on the bar 

. of each pass ; for immediately after passing the bar, 
which is very narrow, there are from 6 to JT fathoms ■ 
at all seasons. 

COUNTRY EAST OF LAKE PONCHARTRAIN. 

The country on the east side of Lake Ponchartrain 
to Mobile and including the whole extent betweeii - 
the American line, the Mississippi above Ne^v Or- - . 
leans, and the lakes (with the exception of a tract of 
about 30 miles on the Mississippi, and as much' 
square contiguous to the line, and comprehending T- 
the waters of Thompson's Creek, Bayou Sai'a and • ; 
the Amet) is a poor thin soil, overgrown with pineV"' 
and contains no good land whatever, unless on die " 
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banks of a few small rivers, it would however afford 
supplies of picth tar and pine lumber, and would feed 
large herds ofcatde. 

THE INHABITANTS AND THEIR ORIGIN. 

The inhabitants of Louisiana are chiefly the de- 
scendants of ^e French and Canadians. There 
are a considerable number of English and Ameri« 
cans in New Orleans. The two German coasts 
are peopled by the descendants of settlers from 
Germany and a few French mixed with them. — 
The three succeeding settlements up to Baton 
Rouge contain mostly Acadians, banished from 
Nova-Scotia by the English, and their descendants. 
The government of Baton Rouge, especially the 
east side, which includes all the country between the 
Iberville and the American line, is composed part>» 
ly of Acadians, a very few French, and of a great 
majority of Americans. On the west side ^hey 
are mostly Acadians : at Pointe Coupee and Faussee 
river they are French and Acadians — Of the popu- 
lation of t}ie Atacapas and Opelousas, a consider- 
able part is American— Nachito-ches, on the Red 
river, contains but a few Americans, and the remain- 
der of die inhabitants are French — But the former 
are more numerous in the other settlements on that 
river, viz. Avoyelles, Rapide, and Ouacheta. At 
Arkansas they ^e mostly French ; and at New^ 
Madrid, Americans. At least2-5ths, if not a great- 
er proportion of all the setders on the Spanish side 
of the Mississippi, in the Illinois c6untr}% are like- 
wise supposed to be Americans. Below New Or- 
leans the population is altogether French, and the 
descendants of Frenchmen. 

NEW ORLEANS. 

By recurring to the maps and examining the posi- 
tion of Louisiana, it will appear, that the lower part 
projects considerably into the sea. It has in all pro- 
bability been formed by the seitiment brought down 
by the current and deposited on the flat coast.—- 
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There U therefore on the ea«t side but a very Qanx>Mr 
slip along the bank of the river, from the sea to the 
Iberville. The land is not generaUy susceptible 
of cultivation more than a mile in depth from the 
river, the rest is low and swampy to the lakes and 
the sea, but in general abounds with cypress timber, 
which is sawed by mills, which are worked by arli>>' 
ficial streams from the Mississippi,, in the time of 
freshes. They generally run five months in the 
year. 

What has been said of the east equally applies to 
the west side of the river. The soil and situatiQ^ 
are nearly the same. After leaving the bank of tjie 
river, there is an immense swamp, intersected by 
creeks and lakes, extending to the high lands of Ata^ 
capas, and occupying a spa(x of thirty or forty 
leagues. 

The city of New-Orleans, which is regularly 
laid out on the east side of the Mississippi, in IskU 
90, N. and long. 90, W. extends nearly a mile 
along the river, from the gate of France on the 
south, to ^at of Chapitoulas above, and a little 
more than 1-p3 of a mile in breadth, from the river 
to the rampart ; but it has an extensive suburb on 
die upper side. The houses in front of the town 
and for a square or two backwmxls, ^re mostly of 
brick, covered with slate or t^ky and, maijy of two 
stories. The remainder arc . of • \4^obd> r covered 
with shingles. The streets crpss each other at 
right angles, and arc 32 French feet wide. Th^ 
squares between th« inte^eetion^ of the street 
have a front of 300 French feet. There is in the 
middle of the front of the city a place icParmes, 
facing which the church and town-hquse are built^ 
There are from 1% to 1400 houses in the city and 
suburbs. The population may be estimated at 
10,000, including the seamen and garrison. It 
W4i fortified in 1793^ but the works were origin* 
f4ly defective, could not have been defended, and 
are now ip ruins. The powder magazine is on the 
opposite bank of the river. 
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The public buildings and Other public property 
in New Orleans, are as follows : 

Two very extensive brick stores, from 160 to 18Q 
feet in length, and about 30 in breadth. They are 
one story high and covered with shingles. 

A government house, stables and garden, occupy- 
ing a from about ^20 feet on the river, in the middle 
of the town, and extending 336 feet back to the next 
street. 

A military hospital. . 

An ill built Custom house of wood, almost in ruins 
in the upper part of the city, near the river. 

An extensive barrack in the lower part of the city, 
fronting on the river, and calculated to lodge 12 or 
1400 men. 

A large lot adjoining the king's stores, with a few 
sheds in it. It serves as a park for artillery. 

A prison, town house, market house, assembly 
room, some ground rents, and the common about the 
town. 

A public school for the rudiments of tibe Spanish 
language. 

A cathedral church unfinished, and some houses 
belonging to it. ' 

• A charitable hospital, with some houses bejongihg. ' 
to it, and a revenue of 1500 dollars annually endowed ' 
by an individual lately deceased. 

The canal de Carondelet has been sdready de- 
scribed. 

NUMBER OF INHABITANTS. 

According to the annexed "census. No. 2 of Lou- 
isiana, including Pensacola and the Natchez, as made 
in 1785, the whole number of inhabitants amouhted 
to 32,062, of which 14,215 were free whites^ 1,303 
free people of color, and 16,544 slaves. 

The statement, No. 3, froni the latest documents, 
makes the whole number 42,375 — ^the free whites, 
21,244^ — the free people of color, 1,768— and the 
slaves, 12;920. C ^ 
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A particular slatenient respecting the population, 
&c^ of Upper liou'isiana, aijd another containing the 
census of New Orleans, in this y^ar, are numbered 
4 and 5 in the' appendix. 

Xhese papers certainly exhibit a smaller numb 
than the real population of the country. From an 
'official document, made in July last, and received 
from Atacapas since the statement No 3, was formed, 
it appears that it contained 2,270 whites 210 free 
people of color, 1,266 slaves, in all 3,746 souls instead 
of i ,447^, as therein stated. Jt is highly probable that 
the return for theneighbourmg district of Opelousas 
19 in the sam« proportion underrated. 

A conjectural eslijnation made by a gendeman of 
great respectability and correct information, residing 
at Natchez, raises the number of whites in the island 
of New OrWans, on the west side of the river, and 
some setdemi6nts on the east side, to 50,150, and the 
number of blacks to 39,820. His statement is also 
subjoined. No. 6. .. •, 

It is at all times difficult to obtain the full census v, 
of a country, and the impediments, are encreased^in*. 
this from its scattered population. The actual- • 
enumeration may therefore fall short of the true num-- ; 
bers. ' ": 

MILITIA. *. 

There is a militia in Louisiana. The following 
is the return of it, made to the Court of Spain, by the'^ 
Baron of Carondelet. 

From Balize to the city — volunteeers of the Mis- 
sissippi-*4 companies of. loo men each — com- 
plete, 
City^Battalion of the cit}^ 5 companies, 

Artillery company J with supernumeraries, . 
Carabineers, or pnvileged com panics of horse, 

2 companies ot 70 each— ^comp^ete. 
Mulattos 3 companies, ne^es i do, 
Mixed legion of the M:ssi5ip{'i, comprehending 
Ga^vextown, Baton- Rouge, rointe Coupee, Ata- 
capas and Opelousas, viz. 
2 companies of g^nadiers, 
efnisileers. 



Militia, 

4oO 
500. 

JOO . 

300 



4 



do. 
do. 
do. 



of dragoons, 

lately added from Bayou Sara, 
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it eomp^uies of loo men each. 



1600 
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A voyelleSf i company of infantry, \ ' f oo 

Oucheta, i do, ot cavalry, . i«o 

Narchitochez, I do. of infantry and I of cavalry, ., ^oo,; 

Arkansas, I do. of infaptry ana cavalry loo 

Illinois, 4 do. of cavalry, ; These are always abojfe gQ^ 

4 dou of infantrj^ , S the compUinen.t. 
Provincial regiment of Germans and Acadians, 
from the.i'st German coast to Iberville, 
lo companies, viz. a of grenadiers, ? » • jq^q 

8 of fusileers, yi 
Mobile and the country east of Lake Ponchartrain, 

2 companies of horse ana foot, incomplete, 120. 

1 

5»44o 

• .' -- ■ ■ , f •• * 

The same gentleman alluded to, page IS, makes 
the number bf the militia to amovint to 10,340 men 
within the saiiie: limits to whiah his estimate of the 
population, applies. He distributjes th^m in the se- 
veral settlements, as follows : 

•'#-..■ 

1. The island of New Orleans, wirh the oppfDslte 

margin and the adjacent settlements, ' ' •' 5000 

2. The west margin from Manchac, including Pointe 

■ ■ Coupee, and extending to the Red River, 800 

3. Aticapas, along the coast, between t)ib Ddlta of 

the. Mis^sissippi and the Rivei' Sabine, 350 

4. Opelousas, " 750 
\ ^ 5.. Red River, hicliiding Bayou Boeuf, Avoyelles, 

.. J^Rapide and Natchitochez, zooo 

•'*>. 6. Ouachita, 300 

;,; ■ 7. Concord, -^o 

8. Arkansas. 1501 

9. New Madrid and its vicinity, 35b • 

10. Illinois and Missouri, 1600 
ii^The settlements on the east side of the Missis- 
sippi, from the American line to the Iberville, and 
.some other settlements, ' 600 

» '. 10,340. 

It is to be pbserved, that none of these statements 
include the country beyond the River Sabine, nor 
even all those which lie eastwardly of it. Data are 
also wanting to give them, 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

St. Louis has a lieutenant colonel to command* in 
it, and but few troops. Baton Rouge isaniUcon^ 
structed fort, and has about 50 men. In describing 
the Canal of Carondelet, the. small fort of St. Jean 
has been mentioned, as has the block house at the Ba- 



T-* S'- 



■ ^ 

r 



t 1^ « 

( 20 ) 

» 
lize, in its proper place.' The fortifications of New- 
Orleans, noticed befoire, consist of five ill construct- 
ed redoubts, with a covered way, palisade and ditch* 
The whole is going fast to decay, and it is supposed 
they would be of butlitde service, in case of an at- 
tack. Though the powder magazine is on the op- 
posite side of the river, there is no sufficient provi- 

' sion made for its removal to the city, in pase of 
need. 

The fort ofPlaquemines, which is about twelve or 
thirteen leagues from the ^a, is an ill constructed 
irregular brick work, on the eastern side of the Mis- 
sissipi, with a ditch in front of the river, and protect- 
ed on thfe lOMTer sidej by a deep cretk^ flowing from 
the river to the sea. It is, however, imperfectly 

, closed behindV "^nd almost without defence there ; 
too much reliance having been placed on the swampi- 
ness of the ground, which hardens daily. It might 
be taken perhaps by escalade, without difficulty. It 
is in a degree ruinous. The principal front is meant 
to ddfend the approach from the sea, and can oppose 
at most, but eight heavy guns. It is built at a turn = 
in the river, where ships in general must anchor, ai* 
the wind which brings them up so far is contrary in 
the next reach which they nniostly work though, 
and they . would therefore be exposed to the fire of 
the fort. On the opposite bank, are; the" ruins of a 

; small closed redoubt, called Fort Bourbon, usualy 

.garrisoned by a seijeant's command. Its fire was in- 
tended to flank that of the fort of Palqeminies, and 
prevent shipping and craft Aom ascending or de- 
sending on that side. When a vessel appears, a 
signal' is made on one side, and answered on the 
other. Should she attempt to pass, without sending 
a boat on shore, she would be immediately fired 
upon. ' . ■ _ . : 

INDIANS. V 

The Indian tiatiotis within the limits of Louisiana 
are as far as known as follows, and consist of the 
number specified. 
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On the eastern bank of the Mississippi about 25 
leagues from Orleans the remains of the imtion of 
Houmas or Red Men which do not exceed 60 per- 
sons. There are no other Indians settled on this 
side of the river either in Louisiana or West Flori- 
da, diough they are at times.frequented by parties of 
wandering Choctaws. 

On the west side of the Mississippi are the re- 
mains of the Tounicas, settled n^ar and above Point 
Coupee on the river, consisting of 50 or 60 persons* 

In the Atacapas. 

On the lower parts of the Bayou Teche at about 
eleven or twelve leagues from the sea, are two vil- 
lages of Chitamachas, consisting of about one hun«* 
dred souls* 

The Atacapas, properly so called, dispersed- 
'throughout the district, and chiefly on the Bayou, or 
creek of Vermillion, about one hundred souls. 

Wanderers of the tribes of Biloxes and Choctaws, 
on Bayou Crocodile, which empties into the Teche, 
about fifty souls. 

• In the Opelottsas to the N. W, of Atacapas. 

•■•. Twovillag|is of Aiibamas in the centre of the 
district near the church, consisting of one hundred 
persons. 

Conchates dispersed; through the country as far 
' west as the river Sabinas and its neighborhood, 
about three hundred and fifty persons. 

On the River Rotige. 

At Avoyelles, nineteen leagues from "the Missis- 
sippi, is a village of the Biloni nation, and another 
on the lake of the Avoyelles, tiie whole about sixty 
; souls. 

At the Rapide twenty six leagues from the Mis- 
sissippi is a village of the Choctaws of one hundred 
souls, -and another of Biloxes, about two leagues 
from it, of about one hundred more : About eight 
or nine leagues higher up the Red River is a village 
of ahput fifty souls. All these are occasionally em- 
ployed by the settlers in their neighbourhood as boat- 
men." . 
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Alx>ut eighty leagues above Natchitoches ou the 
Red River is the nation of the Cadoquies, called by' 
abb<*eviation Cados ; they can raise from three to 
four hundred warriors, are the friends of the whites, 
and are esteemed the bravest and most generous of 
all the nations in this vast country ; they are rapidly 
decreasing, owing to intemperance and the num>:>ers 
annually destroyed by the Osage s and Choctaws. 

There are, besides the foregoing, at least four to 
five hundred families of Choctavvs, who are dispersed 
on the west side of tlie Mississippi, on tht Ouacheta 
and Red Rivers, as far west as Natchitoches, and 
the whole nation would have emigrated across the 
Mississippi had it not been for the opposition of the 
Spaniards and the Indians on that side who had suf- 
fered by their aggressions. 

On the River Arkansas^ £sPc. 

Between the Red River and the Arkansas there 
are but a few Indians, the remains of tribes almost 
extinct. On this last river is the nation of the same 
name^ consisting of about two hundred and sixty 
warriors, they are brave yet peaceable and well dis- ' 
posed, and have always been attached to the French - 
and , espoused their cause in their wars with the • 
Chickasaws, whom they have always resisted with 
isuccess. They live in tbree villages^ the first is at 
eighteen leagues from the Mississippi on the Ar- 
kansas river, and the others are. at. threq and six 
leagues from the first, A scarcity of game on the 
eastern side of the Mississippi has lately induced a 
number of the Cherokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws, 
&c. to frequent the neighbourhood of Arkansas, 
where game is still in abundance ; they have con- 
tracted marriages with the Arkansas, and seem in- 
clined to make a permanent settlement and incorpo- . 
rate themselves with that nation. The number is • * 
unknown, but is considerable and is everyday ifl- ,■ 
creasing. 

On the river St. Francis, in the neighbourhood of ,. 
New Madrid, Cape Girardeau, Reviere alalPom- 
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me, and the environs, are settled a number of vaga- 
bonds, emigrants from the Delawares, Shawjiese, 
Miamis, Chickusaws, Cherokees, Piorias, and sup- 
posed to consist in all of five hundred families ; they 
arc at times troublesome to the boats descending the 
river, and have even plundered some of them and 
committed a few murders. They are attached to 
liquor, seldom remain long in any place, many of 
them speak English, all understand it, and there are 
some who even read and write it. 

At St. Genevieve in the settlement among the 
whites are about thirty Piorias, Kaskaskias, and Illi- 
nois, who seldom hunt for fear of the other Indians : 
they are the remains of a nation which fifty years ago 
could bring into the field one thousand two hundred 
warriors. 

On the Missouri. 

On the Missouri and its waters are manv and nu- 
merous nations, the best known of which are : The 
Osages, situated on the river of same name on the 
right bank of Missouri, at about eighty leagues from 
its. confluence with it : they consist of one thousand 
warriors, who live in two settlements at no great 
. distance from each other. They are of a gigantic 
stature and well proportioned, arc enemies of the 
whites and of all other Indian nations, and- commit 
depredations from the Illinois to the Arkansas. The 
trade of this nation is said to be under an exclusive 
grant. They are a cruel and ferocious race, and 
are hated and feared by all the other Indians, The 
confluence of the Osage river with the Missouri is 
about eighty leagues from the Mississippi, 

Sixty leagues higher up the Missouri, and on the 
same bank, is the river Kanzas, and on it the nation 
of the same name, but at about seventy or eighty 
leagues from its mouth. It consists of about two 
hundred and fifty warriors, who are as fierce and 
cruel as the Osages, and often molest and ill-treat 
those who go to trade among them. 
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Sixty leagues above the river Kansas, and at abou t 
two hundred from the mouth of the Missouri, still on 
the right bank, is the Riviere Platte^ or Shallow River, 
remarkable for its quick-sands and bad navigation ; 
and near its confluence with the Missouri dwells the 
nation of Octolactos commonly called Otos consisting 
of about two hundred warriors, among whom are 
twenty-five or thirty of the nation of Missouri, who 
took refuge among them about twenty five years 
since. 

Forty leagues up the River Platte you come to the 
nation of the Panis,composed of about seven hundred 
warriors in four neighbouring villages ; they hunt but 
little, ?ind are ill provided with fire arms : they often 
make war on the Spaniards in the neighbourhood of 
Santa Fe, from which they are not far distant. 

At three hundred leagues from the Mississippi 
and one hundred from the River Platte on the .same 
bank are situated the villages of the Mahas. They 
consisted. ill 1799 of five hundred warriors, but are 
said to have been almpst cut off last year by the 
small-pox. . . * 

At fifty leagues above the Mahas, and on the left 
bank of the Missouri .dwell the Poncas, to the num- 
ber of. two hundred and fifty warriors, possessing in 
.<x)ni[m6n withtlie-Mahas their language, society, and 
vices.. '1 heir trade has never been of i^uch value, 
^nd tliose engaged in it are exposed to pillage and ill- 
treatment. 

At the distance of 450 leagues from the Mississip- 
pi, and on the right bank of the Missouri, dwell the 
Aricaras, to the number of 700 warriors, and 66 
leagues above the Mandane nation consisting of 
al)out 700 warriors likewise* These two last nations 
are well disposed to the whites, but have been the 
victims of the Sioux, or Nandowessies, w'ho being 
themselves well provided with fire arms, have taken 
advantage of the defenceless situation of the others j 
and have on all occasions murdered them without, 
mercy. 
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; No 4lscoveri€f$ pn the Missouri, b^fo^^ the JMaiP. 
dane nation, ib^e, l>eeii accurately det^eH, though 
the traders have been informe^d^that many' large na- 
vigable rivers discharge their waters into, it, tar 
above it, and that tliere are tnahv numerous nations 
settled uponlheiti. . .- 

The Sioujc, or Mandowessies, who' frequent th6 
country between the north bank of the Missouri and 
Mississippi, "are a great impediment to trade sind navi- 
gation. They endeavour to prevent iXl communica- 
tion vyith the nations dwelling high upthe JWi^sourt 
to deprive them of ammunition and arms, and thus 
keep them subservient to themselves. In the winter 
they are chiefly on the banks of the Missouri and 
ma^acre all who fall into their hand^. 

There are a number of nations at Jv distance frotii 
the banks of the Missouri, to the north and south^ 
concerning whom but little infortniation has? been re- 
ceived. Returning to the Missisippi and ascending 
it fron^ the Missouri, about 7$ leagues above the 
i'.. ' mouth of the latter, the River Mpingona or 'Riviere 
de Moine enters the Mississippi on the west side, 
,- * '.' and on it are situated the Ayons, a nation drijginally 
Irom the Missouri, speaking die language of the 
*' . • . Otatachas : it consisted of 206 warriors, before tjie 
' small pox,lately raged among them. 

The Sacs and Kenards dwell on the Mississippi, 
about 300 leagues abov^ St^ Loui?, and frequently 
[ trade with it — ^they live together, and consisted of 

' 500 warriors— their chief trade is with Michilima- 

I kinac, and they have always been peaceable and 

fiiendly. 

X^c other nations on the Mississ^pi higher up, 
are but little known to us. The nations of the Mis- 
souri, though cruel, treacherous, and insolent, may 
. doubtless be kept iri order by the United States, u 
, .proper regulations are adopted with respect to them; 
. It is said that no treaties have been entered intd 
- . hy Spain with the Indian nations westward of the 

Mississippi, and that its treaties with the Creeks, 

J) 
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Gfe66UWl/&C. ftte id effibct supeitieded by oitftreiitv 
tifith tfaat poWef of tke 3rth Oetobcr^ 179if. 

tl LAIfI>S AltD TITLES. ' 

. The laiids arehetfl in some instances by grants 
firbm the Crown, but mostly from the Coldtiiai go- 
yermnent. Perhaps not one quarter jpart of the 
lands granted in Lotdsiana are held by tomptete 
titles) and of the remainder a considerable part 
^epends upjon a yrritteii permission of the officer last 
mentioned. This pradtice has always beencbiinf 
tenahced by the SpahHh government, in order that 
poor mejoL when they foiind themselves a litde at * 
ease, might ^ their owii cbnveniency apply for and 
obtain complete tides, tn the mean time such im- 
perfect right» were suitered by the government t6 
descend by inhentahce, and even to Tie ttansferi-ed 
By private contract. When requisite they have 
{>eea seized by judicial authority and Wd for the 
t>ayinent pt debt^ 

Until widiin ^ tew years the governor of Ijppet. 
I«ouisiani was ^iitiibi'.isea. fo m^e survey^ of ^f • 
^Xteht* lii the exercise of this discrietiohaiy power, "' 
^pmc'^bibes wefe c6inniiUed; a fe# small monopo*. 
Iie^ were treated. About tHree yiears ago, he Was 
restricted it thVs branch of his duty j slUc'e'tvhteh hb; 
has been only authorised to make surveys to emi- 
folaibts m the following maimer : T^<^ hUhdfed licTf s 
Ipr eadh inaii and wife, fifty acrfes f6r eath-^hild, aiid 
twenty acr^^s for edch slave. . ttence the <JU^tity of 
land ptlowedto seiders depended 6h the number in 
. each family ; kndfor thiis quantity offend they ^aid 
no more thai» the expence of survey. These ^rVey« ; : 
Wcr^ nece^ary to entitle the setderS X6 gr^nt^ 5 tind 
the goveiBor, arid after him the lulendantat New . 
Orleans was iilone audiorise'd tb eXecdte. gratit^ 6ti 
the receipt olf the surveys from the setder^. The . 
f(imiBistration of t&e fand olfi'ce is at preaewt Vitrder 
theeare otthe Iht'eridant o^thc ^province. 

Th«cg^ feudal rights Aor noblesse. 

It Vs impossible to ascertaih itie q\lSindty>6f litodi :: 
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jp^^ised, wiiho^ caJUMg Pli th^ fiAymf^ lt|9 .^?^^t 
i»9p9jm?4e,^y tjji^ ^ei-^^svjT^^ bavii?j| 

All the ^d^, pft twtb.J5u^ pf ^ .^ip^^ppi 

. triple g wupjy^^t ^s to §iay, ,tbey hflrVe Iw^ ^^ 
rt^ri^je {prt^: ^cr^s in fWptl| j at^d Qtbe^ Uay^ WW^.4 

the ppopW,,,l>^iM gtwi^^ly settled Sm tb«; Jiwk? 9* 

crf$ejw or 4y«V8,lw'^ jjkfr w^ of frQ^v ji^*9 %^y ^cp 

and the grant almost inva^ii^S^ ^^pr^s^QS ft 4^^^ ^f 

forty tier^#. 4il ihp 1^4?. Pf ngx^Wed in ili^ i^ljiaa of 

. We^ Of )e^a9 or on th?e oppQ^it^ feiuak of t]^ pi^^ 

.fiippiy 9r^ ^unk^n, in^iiclatedt 4i^4 ^t pres^ia^ y»6t £911: 

/ cuiiivatiop ; but.m»y,in paii, J3e ^e4m^P^ 91^ a jfjii' 

'^ure d^y by ^^orts of the rich imd.«jqt<^rpri^3pg. . 

• CULTIVATION OP SUGAR. 

V The su^r cane i^iay be cultivated betvjreen the 
river Iberville ari(l the city^ on both ^ides of the privet, 
and as far back as thp swamps. "Below tjife dty 
li^wever, thelaXicJs dedine s6 rapidly \hat beyond 
fifteen miles the soU is ftot well adapted to it. Abovi^ 
the Iberville the cane w6a!d be affected by the cold, 
and its prp<(&9e woiild therefore be upcehain. — 
Within these limits the best planters admit that one 
quarter of' the cultivated lands of any considerable 

; plantation may be jAanted In eahe, one quarter left in 
' pasture,, and thebemainlng half empUiyod fbr pdnovi- 

' lions, he, and j^ uesen^ wir a change of crops. Otif 
; rParisiaa Arp«nt of one. jiiwdred s^nd eighty feet 

. iqu^rt may he expi^tod^ pmSuce on an iiyieragf 

. twek^hundrcsd weight of £ugar, and fifty gaHomi of 

» turn. 
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From the' above data, admitting that both «ide8 of 
the river are planted for ninety tniks ih extent an<l 
^bout three raorths of a mil^ in depth, it will resuh 
lliat the' annual productniay amount in roiuld ' nam* 
berstp twentf^fivc thdiisand hogsheads of sugary with 
twelve thous£atd purfcheona of turn. Enterprizing 
young planters say that one third; ttr even one half of 
the arable land-might be planted in cane. It may 
also be reinarloed that a regular su|)ply of provisions 
from abote at a inoderate -price, ii^bmd ^enable the 
planter to give his attention to a greater, body of land 
cultivated #ith. cane* ^ The whole of these -lands as 
mliy be suppbsed, are granted ; but in th^ Atacapas 
country, thereis undoubtedly a portion, parallel to 
the, sda coast, fit for the culture -of die sugar cane, — 
There vacant lands are tohie fouAd, but?' the propor- • 
ti6n is at present unknown. ' - ;^ • , : 

In the abov^ remarks theldnds'at T^erreiau:?^ bocuf; • 
on the Fourche, Bayou St. Jean and other inlets of . - 
the Mlississippi, south of the latitude supposed to.di* • :^ 
Vide those whidi are fit from thcise Which are unfit, .: * 
forthe chldvatioh ofthecane, hwv'e been entirely 
keptout of view,. Includit^ tibe^e and taking one- 
third insteadofoncTfourth of the lands fitforsugar,- 
;" the produce qf t]^e wTiol^ would! be fifty thousand in- . 

stead of twenty-five thousanct hogsheads of sugar. ^ 
• ; ; The following- quantities of sugsir, bro\vn, clayed 
and rcfiiiefj, . have ^ been Imported into the Uaite^ 
States firom I^uutsiatia and;' the; Flond^ 

1800, . .J. . • if56o,665 

1801, V - ' ■' "•'.''• "'^•967,619 * V..;" 
' i**^*: ' . :-: i. /. V . ■.'J»57^g'33 - :^ > 

OF THE MWS. 

When the coutttiywas first ceded to Spain, sh^ 
preserved many of the French ' regiiiationSf but by 
almost imperceptible di^eesthdy have disappeari:d^ ,. 
and at present the [ivovince'is governed entirely by 
laws of Spain and die ordinances foimed 'expressly . •' 
. for the colony. Various ordinances promulgated by c 
general O'Reilly, its first governor under Spain, as 
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wen ^ 4ome othi&r IftWi, are titmslaied ahd mineSBeii 

in thb appendix No. 1. »• . . 

COURTS or jUSTICEii. 

; The governor's court has a civil and ihiKtary 
juriddiction throughout the province. That of the 
lieutenant governor has the same extent in civil cases 
only. 

There are two Alcaldes, whose jurisdiction, cjvil 
and criminal, extends through the city of New Ori 
leans and five leagues around it, where the partieai 
have no JiierQ militar or military privilege ; those 
who haVe can transfer their causes to the governor. 
The tribunal of the Intendant "has cognizance of 
admiralty and fiscal cases, and such suits ais arc 
brought for tjie recovery of money in the king's name 
or'agiun&t hira. ' ' - 

The tribunal of the Alcalde Provincial has cogni- 
zance of criminal causes, whet-e offences are commit^ 
ted in the country, or when the crimitxal takes refuge 
there, and in other specified cases. ',.■''' ' 

. • The. ecclesiastical tribunal has jurisdiction in ' all 
matters respecting the churcht 

The governor, lieutenant governor, Alcalde^, Id-? 
tendant, Provincial Alcalde, and the Provisor in ec- 
clesiastical causes, are riipectively sole judges. AH 
sentences, affecting the life 6f the' culprit, except 
those of the Alcalde Provincial, must be'ratijied by 
the superior tribunal, ot captain general, according 
to the nature of the case.^bfeiore thev are carried ititb 
execution. The governor has hot the power of par- 
doning crin^inals. An' auditor and an assessor,' who 
are doctors of law, are appointed to give counsel to 
those judges ; but for some time pas^ diere has been 
xio assessor. If the'j ujjges do not cotnsult those offr- 
"ccrs or do not follow their opintoris, they make theni^ 
selves responsible for their decision^* • * 

. The conamandahts of diiaitricts l^ve also a ' species 
of j udkial power. They hear and determine all pe- 
cuniary causes not exceeding the va:u6 of one hundred 
4oUars» Wh«n the nuit is for;a larger sum, ihey 
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the whole to the governor, to he dj¥d4<:4 bx the jpr^e^ 
tribunaL They c4if^iii|kkH;«o^QorpQral punishment ex- 
cfpt upon jsUvee ; but,the^ have the jio.wer of a^ rp^ing 
»ti4 ifupriicmmgwhep they thiivkit ncce^s^Mry ; .^dvice: 
pfwl^idi 4od their reasons roust be tr^nsowtted to the 
governor. 

&naU. suits are deteqiciined in fl $u»inpi5iry: waj^ hy 
tiearing Jboth particfi viva kp^^/ .but in swit3 of gr^at, 
fuagnitude the proceedings ^ec^jriedpnty petUJpn 
sind !ceply,, jnepiiic^tion .and rejoinder, reiterated ui^tij 
the auditor. thinks tli^' have uothing new to §jiv.-^ 
Then all the proofs either party pbu3e(s to adduce aie 
taken before the koeper of the r^ecofd^ q1 the coi^iFt^ 
who is always a notary public. 

The parties have now an opportunity of makio^ 
their reiaarks upon ihe evidence by wayofpetition, 
and hringing forward opposing proofs* When the 
auditor CQD^idcrs the <;ausp a8,mature» he issues hi^ 
decree, which receives it?^ ^ipdin^ force frpm thii.- 
ttoveroor's signaturei where the.cause depends befbi;e. 

nini* .-: >• 

. There i8#n appeal to HayaxOf if applied f or wi^^^ 

JfiV;e dJBip after the date of the decree, i» c^-^scs aboyQ 
a <«rtaja value* An ulteripr, appeal Ik^tP the agdi-.; 
finca iyhich fpxii»edy;8at at St^.DpJiqJn^, but whicli 
4S npw ripxbv^ed. ip eoroe .part of piAa, ^^^ .froni 
tbencjb io thexouncii of the Indips in jSpgiUi 

$a|tsari^ of varioii3 diiratipits]. In peQunjary i»2^t^ 
ters lie law3;encourafi;€ jsummary proosedings, An 
/e^tecutiou OT^ay be hadon abojad fai four days,. Hridm 
the jssuEue «p;ace w ^ ^ote of . h^ after the patt/.ac- 
kBowicdgc^it, (ji'.after.his sigfpature is proW, ^ 
vable property i^ $oldafter gxviqg nine days warning^ 
^rova^ it be three ume;5puhUt;ly cried in that im^^^ . 

val. Landed property must be Rkewtse cried thre^ 
^e^.,\^i^anintfir\al of thr^e days between each, 

juwi it ly^ay then be sold. Aft propertv taken in 
execution mu^ he appraised android to.i:at least, . 
half of the apiraisewei>t. In pecuniary mattery 
the governors clecidc verbally >y uriout appeal, wheti 
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the sunfi ^» iMyt cfJKctf ed otie Huddr^ doHsffB. Ttie 
Alcaldes liave the dftiMe privilege wh^ the amount 
i« not above twenty dollaf^. 

Iri aiadit}6n to thes^ courts- four" yean dgo» tiiert 
Were estaWfebed four Alcakks de barrio, of petty 
fnagistfdtfes^ on* for each olthe fdtor quarters of th« 
crty, with a view to impr6ve its potke^ They hear 
and d^cidb all demands Adl entee^ditig ten dollars , 
excrdse the powder of committmg to prisiotl) atid itt 
case of robbery, rk>c or assassinattoii, they can, by 
ealimgan a tiotary, ixdi^ cognizance of die aftiir ; 
but when tlits i^ done, they are b6ttiid to remit the 
proceedings ta some of the other judges, and in att 
cases whatever, to gtvt them informatioii when they 
have committed any person to prisCin, 

Mdst of the tsuits arei bn personal contracts, rights 
to do wet, inheritances, and titles to land* - Those 
Cnrisltig from personal quarrels are generally decided 
ki-a SumiBary W^ay. The inhabitaiiu ar^ said not 
to- be litigious. 

JL A^YfiRS aVD tOSyS OF TfaEIR COUItTl A><JD 

THEIR <)FPfCERS. 

. The number of la¥^cr5 is sidaU,' not exceeding 
there or fbUr attorney S, Theii* fees are small. Suite 
Are carried on in writingS^^^led esvritvs^ whicb may 
be drawn up by die t)arties themselves, if they please^, 
bu t they nmst bie presented fy the escfihano or notsi- 
ry, who is the keeper of the records of the court. 

The fees of thd judges are twen^-five cents for 
every half si jgnatiire or nourish Avhich is usually afr 
Sxedon common occasions,) fifty cents for every 
yhole signature, and two doDak^ and three fourths 
for every attendance, as at a ssAe, or the taking of 
.evidence. " 

The fees of the Abogado, or person consulted 

ty the Judges on law points, are twelve and a half 

.Cents for every leaf of which the process consists, 

. and fgiir dolla^rs for evciy point of law cited. Thos^ 

of the attorney, when employed, are aitty two and n 

balf cents for a simple petition or esdrito, .but if it 
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^^i)tild b€u i^cscet^aiy to read a process in order to 
iojrm his^p^tiJtiofi^ and jf, should require much time 
and labour, he is compeasated in proportion, be- 
«id«9 twf^ye and ra hjilf. cents per leaf lor perusing 
the papers^ For attendance on aay business he is 
aliow^ed one. dollar and filty cents foi^ the assistance 
of^WQ^a;94 a half hours. The notary has fifty cents 
tjpr each decree or order of the judgc^ twenty-five 
ceiits for St ootigcaticMi in his office^.,and fifty cents 
for oneout of II, but withm the city ;^ one dollar and 
seven eighths for every attendance of two and a half 
hours on business, and twenty-five qents additional 
for every kaf of paper written by him. 

Aicounsellor ortwohaye sometimes resided at 
New Orleans, but being generally found obnoxious 
,to the officers of t)ie government, they have not con- 
tinued there. The couiisellpr values his own s^Tif 
vices, and in general exacts large "sums. Tbeat-r . , 
li^ijncy generaj^y, receives ffoin tjie party who feni* • : 
ploys hiftt more than is allowed by law. • , ; I 

CRi:dE§,CKIMINAl-I^RIj&PR.yPRNC|: AND PUNISH. . .' 

. ..;. '.. .;VMfi4Ts:. :■••'•■■/ ■ .. -^ ■ ■;■■: 

in cases. ;of petty, crimes the cpgnizance of the \ 
prpper^ courts may fcte said to.be final and without . . * 
appeal ; and iijpst commc^y aixch causes are decid- \ 
ed iaa^sp^Tpmary way. With respect to crimes of ' . 
deeperdye .more solemnity is used. , A person skil- 
led in the latv is always nom'^natcd by the court to 
drfend the Accused. . The trial is npt pufelic ; but 
.examinations hwd deposition* in Writing are taken 
privatelv by the auditor at any time moi^t. convenient 
t0 himself, at which tie vertheUss the counsel of the 
accused is admitted to be present. . He has also eve- 
ry kind of privilege granted to him in making hl« 
defence* Such suits are generally very te4ious .and 
c^tpensive when he h wealthy. , The cortderoned U. 
cntitli^d to an appeal as in civil cases, provided h.e 
gives security for the payment of future cpsts. 
There. appears, however, to be a virtual appeirin 
every capital condei?>uation, because a stay of e^te-:. 
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cution takes place until the confirmsiticm of the sen- 
tence returns from St. Jago de Cuba, where there 
is a grand triband. established consiting of fiv^ 
judges, belbre jvvhom counsellors plead as in out; 
courts. 

Crimes of great atrocity are very rare- Murder 
by stabbing seems to be conftned to the Spanish sol- 
diers and sailors* The terror of the magistrate's 
power restrains assaults, batterie«, riots, fcfc. 

Punishments are generally mild. They mostly 
consist of imprisonment and payment of costs, some- 
times the stocks. Whitemcn, not military, are rarc^ 
ly, perhaps never degraded by whipping ; and in no 
case do any fines go into the public treasury.. Mur- 
der, Arson and aggravated robbery of the king's 
treasury or effects., are punished with death. Rob- 
bery of private person^ to any amount is nevier pun- 
ished with death, but by restitution, imprisonment, 
and sometimes enormous costs. ' Crimes against the 
king's revenue such as contraband trade, wet punish- 
ed with hard labor for li^, or a terni <rf years on 
board ithe galliesinthe mines, or on the public Workjs. 

LEARNING 

There are no colleges and but one public school, 
which is at New Orleans. The masters of this swne 
pdd by $be.king. TJbey teadi die Spsuii^h language 
only. There: are at few private schools for children. 
Not more than half of the inhabitantsare supposed to 
be able to read and write, of whom not more than 
two htindred perhaps are aJble to do it welL In gene* 
ral the learning of the inhabitants does not extend 
beyond those two arts ; though they seepoEi to be en- 
dowed with a good natural genius,.2md an ufucomxAOQ 
facility of learning whatever they^wdert^. , 

THE CHURCH 

The clergy consists of a bishop who does not re- 
sidte in the provinceyand whosfe salary of fiSur thoup-^ 
and dollars is charged on the revenue <if certain, 
biahppricks in Mexico and Cuba ; two canons, hav- 
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ing each a salslry of six hundred dollars : and twenty 
five curates, five for the city of New Orleans, and 
twenty for as many country parishes, who receive 
each from three hundred and sixty to four hundred 
&nd eighty dollars a year. Those salaries except 
'^hat of the bishop, together with an allowance 
'for sacritans and chapel expences are paid by the 
treasury at New Orleans, and amount annually to 
; thirteen thousand dollars. 

yhere is also at that place a convent of Ursulincs, 
to which is attached about a thousand acres of 
latid, rented out in three plantations. The n^uns 
are^ipw in number not more than ten or twelve, and 
are^ all French. There were formerly about the 
same number of Spanish ladies belonging to the or- 
der; but they retired to Havanna during the period 
when it.was expected that the province would be 
traiisferred to France. The remaining nuns receive . 
young; ladies ais boarders and instruct them in rea- •• 
cBng, writing, and needle work. 
• ' , IChfiy have always actid with great propriety and . 
• \^^^ generally respected and beloved throughout the • 
. • Jjroviiiipe. \Vlth the assistance of an annual al-'.*' 
'./loWancc of six hundred dollars from the treasury, • 
' they always support und educate twelve female or- V 
,/ Vphans. , > -.^ 

" OF THE OFFICERS OF GOVERNMEI^T. 

' '• • ■ _ ■ • . • . < ■ • 

.'. The officers who are merely^jjudicial, have been 
- already mentioned, and therefore some of them Vill 
•be altpgetKer omitted in thisplat^, . The executive 
officers appointed* by the governor, for each, divkion 
of the province and called Commandants, are 
generally taken from, the arrhy, or th& nailitia,-^ 
When the settlement is small, some respectable. 
• character is appointttd to a civil command, and the ;. 
militia officer has the direction of the military mat- 
ters. Where there is a garrison, the commandant is , 
' sub-delegate of the intendant, aud draws- upon Jjiip... 
forall expenses incurred.* In that case he has the.. 
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charge of all matters relating to the revenue, wittriil 
his district _ -» 

,. The duty of commandants is to superintend the 
police, presei-\x the peace of the district, exa- 
mine the passports of travellers, and to suffer no 
strangers to settle within the limits of their com- 
mand, without ixguiar leave obtained from gon 
vernment. They are to prevent smuggling, to 
certify that all lands, petitioned for bytheuihabi- 
tants, are vacant before they arc granted, .^and 
when required, put the owner in possession, i^hey 
are besides notaries public, and in their offices'!^ is 
necessary to register all sales of lands ancP 'slaves , 
and even to make the contracts for those* purposes, 
before them* They act , as .sheriffs, levy executions 
on property, attend and certify the sale,- and collect 
the proceeds. They also take inventories.roif the 
property of intestates. By an ordinance of -Baron 
Carondelet, Syndics- are establishad everyi- three 
leagues, who are subordinate to the cdttimajidant, 
decide small causes, and have the police of roads, 
. levies, travellers and negroes. 

The officers of the general gbvemmeiat ?tt*e the 
following : Beside hisjudicial powers, theiGovERN- 
OR is chief of the army arid militia, and the head of. 
the civil government. •H«js. also president of the . 
Cabildo, or Proyingal couhcil, He'^appbints and. 
removes at pleasure the CQnlmandants of districtSv. 
He 'appoints the officers 'of the militia, who are ne-' 
vertheless.comnussioned by theking^, anjd he recom- 
mends military officers for prefennent^ He is su- 
perintendant of Indian ajBPairs. He promulgates or- 
dinances for. the good, go vernment, and improvemeitt 
' of the prpyince.;.. but he has no power to assess ta:!ces 
upon the inhabit^itts withqut their consent* Until 
the year 1 798, he possessed the sole power of gran- 
ting lands, but it then passed into the hands of the 
intendant. / - ■ 

•The jQa'Ibildo is an hereditary council of twelve 
chosen originally from the most wealthy and.rcspec* 
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tabU families. The governor presides over their 
meetings. Their office is very honoui^Ie, but it is 
acquired by purchalse. They have a right to repre- 
sent, and ev^d to remonstrate to the governor, in 
respect to the interior government of the pro« 
vince. The police of the city is under their controul 
and direction. In it they regulate the admission of 
physicians and surgeons to practice* Two mem- 
bers of the Cabildo serve by tuni monthly, )uid^.tiake 
upon themselves the immediate superintendance of 
markers, bakers, streets, bridges, and the general 
police of the city. This council distributes among 
its members several important offices, such as Algu<« 
sail Mayor, or High Sheriff, Alcalde Provincial, 
Procureur General, he* The last mentioned is a 
very in^portant charge. The person who holds it is 
not merely the king's attorney, but an officer peculiar 
lo the civU law. He does not always prosecute ; but 
after eoiivicdo&4ie indicates the punishment annex- 
ed by bM^ to the crime, and which may be, and is . 
knitigaied by the court. Like the chancellor in the. 
English system, he is the curator and the protector 
of ondiansi, Sec. and finally,he is the expounder of the 

; privileges belonging to the town, province or colony^ 
and the accuser of every public officer that infringes 
them. 

/ .The Cabiidb is alsoivested. vcith a speties of judi-> 
da} authority, for which, ttcid.fpr a further elucida- 
tion of its constitu^cm, and the iunctions. of the offi- 

; cers;Bpringing from it, see the appendix No. I. 

.. /The INTEND AWT i& chief of die departments of 
finance and commerce,.' and exercises die judicial 
powers already mentionetJ. He is entirely indc-» 
pendent of the governor, and n6 pttblic monies can 
be issued without his express order. The land%& 
fice is under his direction. 

The Contador, Treasurer and Inicrventpr, are 
officers subordinate to the Intendant The first 
has four clerks under him, and keeps all accounts 
and documents respecting the receipt and expeii;. 



:. I 



M- 



. I'^«» 



V 



:^ 



•». 



.1 



•• I 



I- ■'■ ■■■ 



( 37 ) ' . 

ditvore tl the revenue, and is therefore a theck 
upon the mcendaat. The treasurer i» properly no 
]|i9re than a cashier^ and is allowed one clerk* The 
Interveator superintends ' all public purchases, and 
bargains. The adijiihistrator is also subordinate 
to the intendantt and with a number erf inferior offi- 
cers, manages every think respecting the custom 
house. Every clerk in these o^ces receives his 
coiximission from the king. ' 

The Auditor is the king's council, who is to fur- 
nish the governor with legal advke in all cases of 
judicial proceedings, whether civil or military. 

The AssEssoR^s functions are similar to those of 
Auditor, and are properly applicable to the inten- 
dant's department. . . . > 

Both of the officers last mentioned are also the 
counsellors of some of the other ^tribunals, as before 
intimated. 

A Secretary of the government aiid another of 
the intendency. 3 * 

A Surveyor General. • ;• 

A Harbour Master. 

A Store Keepi^r, who takes charge, of all 
moveable property. 

An Interprj^ter of the French and Sj^ish . 
languages, and a number, of other inferior officers. 

AU appointments in dfc province with a salary of .- 
more than thirty dollars per month are made bj-:^ the 
king, andioiost of tho.se..with*a lower salary by. the 
governor or intendant as belongs to their respective : 
departments. There are no officers chosen by the 
people. . • 

The ssdaries and perquisites .©f the principal offi- 
cers are. as follows : . ' 

■Governor annually, 
Intendant, 
Auditor,' 
Contador, 
: Assessor, 
'i'rcasurer, . 
Adiainistrador, 
Secret, of gSTemment, '6oo 



6,ooo p. 


salary 


2,oOO p. 


. perquisites. 


4,oo<^ 




none. 




2,000 
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The caocimandftQts of districts:, receive each 100 
tlQUai-s. from the king aniiiially, unless they are pos- 
sessed of a military emplo^nnent or pension. ^ 

« TAXES aWd DUTIES. 

InKteixd of- {)aying locar,f;(axes, each inhabitant is 
1)OLind to ma^e^ and repair roads, bridges, and em- 
^ bankmcnt^ through his own land. . 

A duty of six per cent, is payable at |he custom 
house, on the transfer of shipping. It is ascertain- 
ed upon the suih|. the buyer and seller declare to he 
the real consirleratron. As no oath is required from 
' either, they seldom report more than half the price. 
The following taxes arc also payable in the Pro- 
vince. 

Two per cent, on legacies and> inheritances, com- 
irtgJirom collaterals arid exceeding 2,000 dollars. 
iF'our per cent, oy legacies, given to persons who 
' \ are not relatives of the- testator. 

A tax on civil emplfi)mfient, the salaries of which 
csiceed 300 dollars aniraailyj| called media annata^ 
amounting to half of the first year's salary. By cer- 
tain dffiters, it is to be paid, in two annual ins tal- 
' mrnts^ and by others in four. The first person ap- 
: pointed to a newly created bffice pays nothing, but 

• 'tjic tftX is levied on. all who sifcceed^-him. 
.-. .Stvcfi dollars is deductexi from tl^ie sum of 20 
. / paid. as pilotage by « very vessel tntering <>r leaving 
the Mississippi ; but the treasury provides tKe boats, 
arid pays the salary of the pilots" ^d sailors eltiploy- 
ed at the Balize. 7^^ remalnder'of the 20 dpllars 
is .thus distributed :— Tq. the head pilot 4— ifoVthe. ; 
;pilot .who is in the vessel 4-i^aijd 5,'to the crew of the 
row-boat, that goes out to put the pilot on board,' pr 
talie hirn ashore. • ^ 

A ^^x of 40 dollars per aft'num for .licences to sell 

liquors. ' * 

• A* tax oh certain plaJes when sold, such as those 

ctf Regidor, Notary, Attoi-ney,.&:c. ;. 

E.ut the principal tax is tfiat of 6 per cent! levied 

on all iniports and exports, according to a low Ta- 
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rifF. "the proceeds of- which nett about 120,000 
dollars, whilst all the other taxes are said not to yield 
more than 5 or 6 thousand dollars annually, 

EXPENSES AND DEBT. ' 

The expences of the present gov^mnent, com- 
prehending the pay and support of the regiment br 
Louisiana, p^ of a battalion of'the O'egiihent of 
Mexico, a t:ompany of dragoons, and one of ^artille- 
ry, which form the garrison of the country, including 
Mobile ; the repairs of public buildings and fortifi- 
cations ; the maintenance of a few gallies to con- 
vey troops and stores throughout- the province ; In- 
dian presents and salaries of officers, clergy, and 
persons employed for public purposes, amounts tp 
about 650,000 dcjilars. A-'Sum in specie, which 
does not generally exceed 400,000 dollars, is aniiu- ' 
ally sent from Vera Cruz^^ "but this, together wkh 
the amount of duties and ta*xjes collected in the pro- 
vince, leaves usually aJefioierfcy of oaie hundred' or 
; ,One hundred and fifty ^thousand dolkrs/for which 
; certificates are issued to the persons who may have 
furnished supplies, or » to officers and workmen for . 
their salaries. Hei\ce,a debt hasaccumulated/which. 
it is said, amounts'at pjesent tp about .450,0ip0 dol- 
lars. It bears no interest, and is now depreciated' . 
30 per cent, *^ The latter cir*cumstance has tak^n; 
place not from want of 'confidence in the eyt!:btual .. 
payment of the certificates ; but from the uncWrVaTn-' 
ty of th^ltime wh^, andthe want and general valu^ 
of Specie. The whole of this debt is said to be due- 
to the inhabitants^ and to American* residents. It 
WQuld have been long since paid off, but for a, di^er- , 
. sibh of the fuiids, destined for that purpose, to diffe-* 
rent ^d external objects. • . 

• . IMPORT^ AND ;?XPORT3. "^ ". 

The productions^ of Louisiana are^ — sugar, cot- 
ton, indigo, rice, furs and peltry, lumber tar, pitch, 
lead, flour, horses and cattle. Population* alone is 
wanting to multiply thenxtoan astonishing degree. 

■ \ • # 
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The soil is'fcrtilc, the climate satubrious, and the 
mediis of commuaicatioQ jbetweea.ioosi parts of the ^ 
province certam, an4Jj^y iv^^^r. 

The following has teeen received as a sketch of 
tlie present exports yf Louisiana, viz. 

Dollars: 
20,000. hales of cotton, ') 

of 3'cwt. each, at 20 > i,344»ooo increasing. 
^ cents per lb. ^ • 

45,000 caiks of sugar, ^ 

10 cwt. each, at 6> 302,400 ditto, 
cents p.;r io. i 

Indigo. •' -.-iS^."'* 

Paltry, 200,000 
Lumber, 8o,eoo 
Lead, corn, horses tmircat. . 
iJe, uncertain, 
. All dcher articl^y SHppose 100,000 
> • ' ■ - — 

• . : . ■ ; '. '*. 2,158,000 

. Acc<ardihj; to official returls in the Treasury of . 
the Uniti?d States there were imported into ourter- 
'titoi:y.fi<>ii>XAiuisi?i$kaHnd the Fioridas, merchan- 
dise in the foUowiiig^ amounts, i^ the several years 
:-;.i>r!6(ixed:-. ••' • . ^ . . ■ -.• 

. ■' ■: • ..In 1799 to the-vjdue of. . 507»i3i 
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• :. Accordipg'to the ^ same authoJ^fy^ whi^n nvakjBs 
xhi»' total of die expdrts^o a^nouAVto SL153%00O4q1* 
> ' ,kr9^the imports m mierfihaodize^g^ts^o^^ 
^ slay es., &c. amount to twot^nd aga lialf miU^ 
difference being B^e i^hy th^.mbjiey iiAtrjGiducM 
by the government^ to pay <he expeoce^ (^ g^v^rs^ 
ing and protecting d>e cc^oipiy. ' : . 

Aocording to the returns in the Trcasuiy of the- 
United Stetes, exports have been mad^ to Lousiana 
and the Flpridas, to the following amount in theo^cars 
prefixiad : 



» * 
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Ih 1799 ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ 



3,65^258 in fbnign articlH. 
44ijfSzf^ in domestic do. 



'IMi/lMrt 3^504,^2 



In 1800 



< i,79C,i27 in foreign articiet. 

i 240,i 



,662 id Aomeric do. 



■■ » ■ 



Dollart 2,035,789 



I^n 180 1 



In 1^02 



\ i>77o»794 in foreign articlof. 
C i37>204 in domestic do* 



Dalian 1)997^998 



1,054,600 Ui lb««f^ ^articles* 
170,110 in domestic do. 



Z>«/&fKr 1,224,710 

It is to be observed that if the total of the imports 
and exports into and from these provinces ( of which ^** 
' the two Floridas are but a very unim^rtant piiort.with 
. respect to both) be as above supposed^ yizV 



Imporrs, 
Exports, 

Making together. 



2,500,000 bolUrs 
2,158^0 



4^658,000 



Thfc; duty of six pet ttikU6}S^i'^6iie to prcidutc . .. 
the grdsi suiJL of tv^ hunted and se^yenty-Oiiie thoa« 
s^d four hundred and eighty doDab^, mSi thai the . . 
ifiiF(^renci6 bett^eeh th^t sum' atid lU^^ niii pror 
duce, ari^feii. parfly frtfm th<i ifeperf^^^^^ which 

rfifc:yafcte 'of ttxtXKit^i^i^y&iaifi priiici- 

paily from 0ie smug^tig;, which i4 (^jhily cou£te- 
. riahb<nl l»y iribst of the reVtoue olficJcrs; 

MANUFACTURES. 

There are bill feV domestic manufactures. Th^ 
Aciadiaens manufacture a little cottoti , ibStb^ quilts aiid 
' cpttbhades ; and in the remote parts! of the province 
the poorer planters spin and weave some negro clothi 
of dofton and wobt miied; Therifis one machine for 
i^pinntng cottoA in the parish of merville, sonl anothor 
? F 
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in the Opelouisas ; but they dp little or nothing. In 
the city, besides the trades absolutely necessary, 
there is a considerable manufacture of cordage, and 
some siiiali ones of ahot and hair powder. There 
are likewise in, and within a few leagues of the town, 
twelve distilleries for making taffia, which are said to 
distil annually a very considerable quantity ; and one 
sugar refinery, said to make about 200,000 lbs. of 
loaf sugar. 

NAVIGATION EMPLOYED IN THE TRADE 
OF THE I^ROVINCE . 

In the year 1802 thercA. entered the Mississippi 
two hundred and sixty weight vessels of all descrip* 
tions, eighteen of which were public armed vessels, 
and the remainder merchantmen, as follows, viz. 



• Amtrtcan, 

Ships, 48 

B.rig$, . 63 

Polac^es, 

Schooners, * 50 

SiooptJ, . ^ 

* Tbta^l, I7» 



Spanish. 
14 

»7 
4 

61 • 
I 

97 



French. . 

z 



Of the number of American vessels, twentv- 
. three .ships, tw<jnty-fiv.e brijgs,. nineteen schooners, 
. .and ^\t sloopscame in ballast, the* re niainder were 
... y holly or ia part laden. 

Five Spanish ships and* seven schooners came in 
ballast. The united tonnage of all the shipping that 
entered the river, exclusive of the public armed yeis- 
sels was 33,725 register tons. . - 

In the same year there sailed from the Mississippi 
two hundred and sixty five sail, viz. 



■'Ameucan, 
ShipJ», 

Bri^s, 
Sch'rs, 
S!o6ps, 
Polacrt^s, 



Tons. 



Spanish , 
58 7.546 



'i 



4,346 
519 



158 21,383 



22 I in ballast 
58 in ballast 

3 ^ 

3' 1 in ballast 

104 



Tons. 

3.7M . 

1,944 

3»747 

108 

240. 
9*753: 
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French. 
Sch'rs, 3 



105 Amer cans 158 

— ■- Spanrsh • 104 

French 3 



Tons., 

9>753 

105 



Grand. Totals ' 



265 ta^l, tons, 31,041 



The tonnage of the vessels which went away in 
ballast^ and that of the public armed ships are not 
included in the foregoing account — these latter car- 
ried away masts, yards, spars, pitch, tar, &c. at least 
1,000 tons. 

In the first six months of the present year, there 
entered thejMississippi 173 sail of all nations^ four 
of which were public armed vessels,, viz. two French 
and two Spanish, whose tonnage is not enumerated. 



Amr% Torn, 

Ships, 23 5,396 

^ri^s, 44 5»7oi 
I'olacres, - 

•Sch'rs, 22 1,899 

Sloops, 4 278 

Total, 93 13,214 



Sfmnisb, 
14 
20 



xl 



58 



Tom, 
'3,080 

a,i73 
840 

1,187 
197 

7,087 



FttMcb, 

:i 

2 

r..-' 
22. 



1,002 



Tons, 

302 

«7«. 



'^' 



'2,804 



Totai of Shipss 

American, -pi 

Spanish, 5! 

French, . 22 

173 



Total. of . Tons, 

13.164 

. 7.087. ■•.•. 
• . 2,804 

*3»»f5 Tons. 



: Inthe same. ..six months there sailed from the 
Mississippi one hundred and fifty •six vessels, viz. 



Ships, 

Brixs, 

Poiacres, 

Schooners, 

SlobpSi 



American^ 


Spanhh^ 


French. 


21 


18 


2 


28. 


3» 


I 


. 


4 


— 


17 


26 


5 


a 


I 


- 


68 


.80 


8 






♦ 'y. 




( 4» ) 

I 

COASnifC TRADl 

Tiatrt 11 a coiullderaMe tsoasdng tracts from Pen- 
sacola, Mobik, and the creeks and riven fidling 
inta^ and in ihe tteig^ibourhood of lake Pontchar- 
train, &om. whence New Orleans is principaDy sup* 
plied with ship timber^ charcoal, lime, pitch and tar, 
imd partly wim cattle, and the places belfofe.named 
are soppBed with arddes of&feign gtpW&i afid pro- 
duce in the satne way fft^m Ofte^iins. The' vessels 
employed ttft iloops and sehbbiibrs, some o( which 
are but half decked, from eight to Hby tons ; five huif- 
A^d of whidi, indtiding ib6ir repealed voya^s^ 
$gdi 13 gaOieaandgun boats, eiiteredthe Bayou £ft. 
Jean last year. There ia likewise a small coasting 
trade between die Atatapai^ ilcnd Opeloo^as, and 
New Orleans, by way of the Balize, which would 
mudi incretee if there waa ai^ tncoonigBiBtm meft 
bv gpvemment' to ckir away a fe# ob^fipuctiona. 
chiefiy cadsedby kliken timber, in the small rivet^a&a 
creelks lea£dg to theni. 
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APPENDIX, Noi II. 



Censits of Louisiana, in Ta£ year l/SS. 



<l 1 ■ !/■ ■ !■ 


^ 


Free 


■ 




. DlSTRIGTS. 


Whitest 


people 


SHaves, 


Tota/. 




• 


ofcolor^ 




■ 


Balize )to the City, 


387 


67 


1,664 


2,118 


New Orleans, ! - 


2,$26. 


.563 


1,63 i 


5,028 


§(;» Beimardo, 
Bayou jSt. Jean, 
Costa 4e Chapj^toiilas, 


584 


2 


- 


586 


9i 


14 


573 


67? 


1,128 


263 


5,645 


r,036 


Fim Oerman Coast, , 


S^l 


69 


1,273 


1,903 


Second bitto, 


ri4 


5 


581 


1,300 


Catahanose, - i^ 


912 


18 


402 


1,33!2 


Faurche, - - 


i33 


• . 


273 


606 


Yalen^uela, - - 


306 


- ■ 


. 46 


352 


Iberville, 


451 


m 


222 

4 


673 


Galveztown, - - 


237 


. 


.. 5 


. i242 


Baton llouge & Manch^, 


68 


2 


100 


170 


l^ointe iCoupee, 


482 


'. -4 


1,055 


1,521 


Atacajjas and Opelousas, 


1,204 


22 


1,182 


2,408 


Ouachita, - 


198 


*_';•■ 


9 


207 


Avoyelles, - 


.149 


138 


*• 


287 


Rapidci, - .- 


65 


^■,. 


: ,:n 


aa 


Naohitbcbes, - - 


404 


i 


344 


■■■.•756- 


Arkanj^as, - - 


148 


31 


1.? 


196 


lUinoisi, .. - 


1,139 


18 


434 


1,591 


Natchez, -1 - 


1,121 




43Q 


1,559 


Mobille and Tombigbee, 


$25 


51 


461 


83r 


PenaacoU, - 


384 


28 


184 


596 


■ - • 


14,215 


1,303 


16,544 


32,06a 



i 



I 
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APPENDIX, No. III. 

Census or the Districts or Posts of Louisiana 

AND Wist Florida. 



Names and situation .of 
the Posts or Districts, 




Slaves. 



TotaL 



Balize to New Orleans, 
San Bernardo or Tcrre 
aux bceufs on a creek 
running from the. Eng- 
lish turn east to the sea 
and Lake Borgna, - 
City of New Orleans and 
suburbs as per j|ytai] 

No. 1. 

Bayou St. Jean and Chan- 
titty between the city 
& Lake. Pontchartrain, 

Coas^ of Chiapiioulas, or 
along the ■ banks of the 

. Missi^sppi 6 leagues up- 

?It^ German.Cbast, jfrpto 
\ ]^ to io leagues' upVf ?crds 

xm. both banks, 

Second- Ditto frqm IDJc 

''' leagues and cjrdiogat 

. ,16:4V)-, .: -" ^ : . 

X.at^2^nos<^9 or first Aca- 

^'- dian^Oa^ti:<^ommehG- 

• ing at'l6.1^ag(ies abov€ 

. the" tity and ending at 

23 on both banks, - 
Fouche or second Acadi* 
an Coast from 23 to 30 
leagues above town, 
Valenzuela or setdements 
on the Bason de la 
Fouche running from 
the West side of the 
Mississippi to ,the sea, 
and called in old maps 
the Fourche or Rivere 
des Chilimachas, - 



3)948 



m% 



885 



1,382 



677 



1,797 



2,388 



1,335 



2,773 



113 



21 



1,620 



1,046 



818 



464 



661 



8,056 



489 



•* tTflPTf 



2,421 



1,950 



267 



^^,26D . 



1,141 



• • • 



2,X)64 
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r. 



Names and situation ef 
the Posts or Districts. 



Whites. 



Iberville Parish, comenc- 
ing at about 30 leagues 
from Orleans and end- 
ing at the river of the 
same name, 

Galveztown, situated on 
the river Iberville, be- 
tween the M ississppi & 
Lake Maurepas, oppo- 
site the mouth of the 
Amet, 

Govemu of Baton Rouge, 
including all the settle- 
ments between the I- 
berville and the line of 
'demarcation, 
' Pointe Coupee and False 
River behind it, 50 lea- 
gues from Orleans, on 
the West side of the 
Mississippi, 
. Atacapas, on the rivers 
Techc and VenhiUion, 
&c. to the west of the 
Mississippi, and hc^suf 
the sea, . . - 

Opelousas adjoining to, 
and to the i North East 
of the foregoing, . - 

Ou^chito on; the: river of 

the same name or upper 

part of the Black river, 

. which empties. into the 

• River Rouge, 

Avoyelles on the Red Ri* 
ycTy about leagues 

■i from the Mississippi, 

Rapide on ditto, about 

• leagues higher up, - ^ 



658 



213 



Free 

people 
of color 



13 



958 



Mr 



859 



1,646 



336 
584 



€^ 



8 



le 



Slaves. 



Total. 



386 



1,057 



26 



247 



539 



1,513 



1,603 



2M6 



rr 



58 



2 



530 



«08 



!• 



: iv44{r 



2,454 



94 
169 



361 

432 

753 



t 



■i^- 
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Names and situation of jgnt^^ 
the Posts or Districts. 



-««-^'w 



ri5 



335 



•» 

Natchitoches ou do. ahoixt 
75 leag, from the Mk- 
sissippi, r- 

Concord, an inlant setO 

ikmetit on thp banks I numbers 
of the Mississippi, r* unknown 
opposite Natchez, J 

Arkansas, on the river pf 
tiie same name, abo^t 
12 leag. from ^ts mouth, 

Spanish JHinois,or Upp^r i 
Loui$iiana, frqm La Pe- 
tite Prairie, ijiear Neiv 
Madi^id,tQ the Missou- 
ri, inclusive, as per de- 
tail No. 3, - - 

Mobile and country be- 
tween it aildjjOrleaiis 
and borders of La^e 
Poiitdiartraiil, " - 

Pimi5acoIa,excliisive of the 

:'. garrisotf (nqt e3tceed 

[•/^y ■'■' ■■■■-"■■•'- 



peopl^ 
ofcohr 



4,948 



21,244 



wtmr 



Siasjes. 



Total* 



84& 



19r 



4B 



1,631 



388 



883 



' r . 1 



\y7m 1S,920 42,375 



6;GSa 



% • 



i 



800 



300 



Mem^randum^^This census is tsiken from the latest rC'^ 
turns, but is nianifesdy incorrect, th^ .'populatioia' beitig 
underrated — frqm some places there have J^en no rfe- 
turns for the last seven^ years, and frotti tllose itxude this 
year it is easy tq see that certain causes indu€;ed the iidia? 
bitants to give in short returns of their slaves and of their 
own numbers. The Spanish government is fully pcrsuad- 
t'd.ihat the population at presmU considerably exceeds 
50^000 souls. 
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S JlaiTiages, Deaths^i ^«Qt and Productions of 




EXPORTS FOR ORLEANS. 



St. ^- 

Car^" 
St. C" 

St. I- 

MaH" 
Man' 
St. i! - 

St. (poo 

Nei^pOfl 

Cape" j 
New." 
tittl - 

* DOO 

■ 







Dollars* 
1,754 packsof shaved skins, 
of 100 lbs. each, valued 
at - . ro,160 

8 packs bear skins, - 256'. 

18 do. buflfalo robes, •- 5^ 
36,000 lbs. lead, - . . 2,lr6a 

Spoo lbs. flour, - . 



*' • • 



Dolls. 73,176 



.7,980 1^763 




uis by land, 
e roads from St. 



JVfEMORANDUM: . 

All the fine furs are shipped to; 
Canada, as well as a great quantity 
of deer afid bear skins, where they 
bring a better -price than in New 
Orleans ; and this being a contra^ 
band trade, no notice is taken pf 
it in the above account of exports^ 
which is the oflScial one. . 
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APENDIXy No. V. 

(JeNSUS op the (tiTY OF NfiW OftL'EiiKs; 

i I 



Date 



V* t« 



^uartdrs. 



1^ 



lip3. 



Fibt QaaiH;cr, ^ 
Secbtid ditite^ 
TWrd dittb, 
Fdurth ditto, 
Suburb of i St. 1 
Chsdrtcs^ j 
D6. of St. Lewis, 

Whole persons not \ 
domiciliated, 



Whites. 



Free 

people 

bfcolar< 



S91 



891 
440 



Staves. 



r 3?15^; 546 l,4'd4 



TWflfc 



•I 



< 



70 



dl9l 



3,248 
fQ6 



i 3,^8 



951 



iro 

f26f> 302 



1,335 



t,8*2 

2^084- 

884 

240 



tx 



t^77^ 



BBBaH 



r,35r 

TtX) 



8J0^. 



" • • • 

Exclusive o/sJaniim and the Gdrrisoju 

N. Bi This*Ceasua( appears, to be. incorrect, as by- 
some unlsiccount^ble' mistake, the number of -free peojj^ 
of colour in the sixond qiiarter^ are not included ; and on 
the whole the po|)ulation^is thought to be und^rratedU 
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.1 




v' 
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> APPENDIX,' No. VI. 



ooiVie: 



.1/ 
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1. The Island of Nenf Or,(^s 
with the opposite margic^ |ind 
settlements adjacent comput- 
ed at - . 

2. The West margin from Man- 
chac including Poijite Coupee, 
and extending taiheJS^dJti^ 



25,000 



Blacks, 



ver, - - . - . 

Z» Atacapas, along the sea coast 
between the Delta of the Mist 
sissippi and the Woftem boun- 

^ daiy , . 

4. Opelousasjt on the North of 
Atacapas, * .,. - 

5. Red Eiver^. including Bayoii 
Boeuf^ Ayoye]i, Kapide, and 
Nachitochesf (the two first 

..bounding on Ap^lousi^sV)* - ; 
6ft .Oudika (river faUing into the 

' Red River froih the Korth,^ 
7i Concord, a settlement on tne 
. margin, of the river opposite to 
Natchez; - - 

8. Arkansa River, ' - - 

9. New Madrid and vicinity, 

1(X Xllihois and Missouri, - 

■ • 'r. 

Note.— The settlements pf 
iPaton Rouge and New Felicia- 
na, on the east side of the River, 
lying between the line of demar- 
cation lat. 31*> and the Iberville, 
including some establishments on 
the river Amit, &c. contain - 



4,000 



1,600 
3,750 



25,000 



iMitia. 



jSfiOQ 



( 



5,000 



5,000 
J, 200 



•200 

600 

1,750 

4,100 



2,000 
3,500 



J 



350 
750 



47,150 



3'9,220 



3,000 
50,150 



3,000 
100 

•••70 

50 
• 500 



600 



39,820 



1,00Q , 
300 



40 

150 

350 

•1,000 



. 0;74^ 



600 



■•— 



10;346. 



r 



.^^ 
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